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I. Ministry Insights from New Orleans, LA.
Written by Philip Vandercook, Director, Global Maritime Ministries.

We are looking forward to the PMI conference and cruise!  It is going to be a lot of fun and a great time of fellowship. We have been telling the crew that port chaplains from around the country will be sailing with them.

We are also looking forward to this cruise because of the great ministry opportunities. Even though we see the crewmembers every five days, we have found that there are many different ministry opportunities when we are sailing on the ship. Being on the ship allows more time with the crew, not just an hour or two at the center while they are trying to use the phones and internet. It puts us on their turf and provides an opportunity to experience how hard they work. It is a chance for them to do something nice for us and to show their appreciation for the ministry we provide to them. The crew really appreciates when the chaplain sails with them. It is not often that something is done for them; they are always serving others.

As you prepare for the cruise, we would like to make a few suggestions. We hope that you will consider this a mission trip, not just a meeting or vacation. There are many ways that you can minister to the crew while on the ship. In fact, we will be talking about this at the first session on Friday. First, be considerate and encouraging. You might be surprised, but “Christian” groups often have a bad reputation among the crew. We are trying to change that perception. Take time to learn the names of your cabin stewards, waiters, and assistants. Call them by name whenever possible. Take some time to find out something personal about them and their family. In fact, you may wish to bring a few language Bibles, Jesus DVDs, phone cards, or other small gifts. You may also wish to bring a few blank note cards. Sandy and I always try to leave a personal thank you and a small gift for our cabin steward and their helper. One night we often give our waiters a thank you note and a phone card. These are just some simple suggestions to help open the door and develop a relationship with the crew. You may have some other ideas, so be creative!

Like on most ships, the crew is lonely and misses the security of home and family. One crew member told us that he is paid to smile and appear happy, even if he is dying on the inside. Once he began to open up to us, we found out he was. Later in the cruise he told us that we were the first people to ask how he was doing and then to take the time to really listen to what he had to say. If you haven’t already, please begin to pray for the crew of the Fantasy. Pray for your fellow chaplains. Please ask God to prepare us all for the crew Bible study and the worship service on Sunday. We will be praying for you as you travel.

We are very excited to have all of you come to New Orleans! We can’t wait to see all of you. If you have any questions, please feel free to give us call or send us an email.
II. Prayer Requests
Pray for traveling mercy to/from New Orleans for those attending the 2009 conference/cruise.
Pray for ministry opportunities and changed lives for the crew of the Fantasy. 
From Jean and Pastor John Van Hemert:
· Thanksgiving for the Lord's healing for Jean and their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
· Pray for the lonely seafarers and especially our volunteers in the Port of Palm Beach who carry on the mission to the "Strangers in Our Gates" while we are out West.
· Pray that we may be able to get through a lot of unexpected and medical/surgical expenses.                             
 
Address for part of this summer is:
1101 Terrace Drive, Lynden, Washington, 98264
Tel 561-351-1239; Email johnvanhemert@hotmail.com
III. July Birthdays
Everett Tumblin, Savannah, GA – July 6

Glenn Crawford, Portsmouth, VA – July 12

IV. July Anniversaries
None known.
V. PMI Conference Cruise Information
Our annual conference is almost here, and I look forward to seeing you on the Fantasy. Prior to our cruise, I will be leaving on July 8 to drive to Texas for some vacation time (and to drop off our kids at in-laws). If you need to reach me, my cell phone is 843-200-2324. You can also reach Philip Vandercook in New Orleans at 504-329-0081. Remember, our first gathering will be Friday, July 17 at 9:30 AM. See you then.
